
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends the processing area should be divided 
into four sections to control quality and ensure safety:

 SOILED

STERILE

Sterile Cassette 
Storage

Dental Instrument 
Washer
Cleaning, Rinsing, Drying
(optional)

Sterilization Waste Management
Chutes for regular waste and 
sharp/biomedical articles

Automated
Handpiece Cleaner
(optional)

Pre-soaking
Large basin for cassettes
(optional)

Cleaning
Recessed or Countertop 
Ultrasonic

Rinsing
Large deep sink

Operatory
Prep Area

Drying Drawer
(optional)

Wrapping 
Drawers

1.   Receiving, Cleaning & Decontamination

2.   Preparation & Packaging

3.   Sterilization

4.   Storage
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